Idaho Community Review Application

A Community Visitation Program
Offered in Partnership by the 

Association of Idaho Cities, Idaho Rural Partnership,

Idaho Department of Commerce, Idaho Housing & Finance Association, Boise State University, & U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development

Please submit the answers to the following questions to the Association of Idaho Cities, 3314 Grace Street, Boise, ID, 83703.  Cities with populations under 10,000 are eligible to apply.  

The community review program is an excellent in-kind value for its cost.  Idaho Cities such as Heyburn, Jerome, Hayden, Kooskia, Priest River, Weiser, and Buhl have conducted successful community reviews for under $2,500.  Estimated costs for a community review through a private consulting firm, including salary, travel, lodging, site visit, data collection, and report fees, is well over $20,000 for equivalent expertise from 15-18 community development professionals.

Your community must agree to accept the following responsibilities to ensure the success of the review: 

· Arrange for large and small group meeting sites throughout the review with community leaders and citizens

· Appoint a home team leader for each of the three focus areas you identify who is willing to work with the visiting team leaders to plan and coordinate the community review

· Arrange community tours and meeting agendas in the three focus areas you identify

· Pay for group transportation during the community tours and all team meals (many communities have partnered with school districts and civic groups to share transportation and meal costs)

· Make lodging reservations for the visiting team 

· Publicize the community review to maximize community participation

· Assist with survey data collection prior to the community review
· Provide one or two individuals during the review to assist with data entry
· Designate at least two community members to facilitate the follow-up process
Community: City of Gooding
Main Contact Person: Duke Morton, Mayor
Address/City/State/Zip: 308 5th Ave West, Gooding, ID 83330
Phone, Fax, Email: 208-934-5669; FAX 539 5425; mayor@goodingidao.org
Names/phone numbers/Email addresses of the three Focus Area Team Leaders:

Kelly Bangerter: 208-731-2525; kelly@rmvidaho.com 
Greg Wokersien: 208- 934-4334; greg@ciragent.com
Adrian Celaya: 208 – 934-8489; adriancelaya@cableone.net
3)
Circle, or write in, the three focus areas that your community would like to emphasize.  Focus areas might include some combination of the following:


Local Economic Development

Housing


Infrastructure



Community Design & Identity

Land Use Planning


Education


Health Care



Arts, Historic, and Recreation Resources


Seniors and Youth



Civic Life and Community Involvement

Other Focus Area(s):_______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

In the Focus Areas identified, what specific issues does your community want to address?

1.)  While we re interested in attracting new businesses, we want to make cure that we maintain and businesses we have.  We also are making every effort to keep all of the buildings on Main Street occupied.  We currently have on empty building.  Main issue is how to retain our current businesses and help then expand.  Secondary issue, how do we attract new businesses to Gooding.
2.)  Our main infrastructure issue is the aged irrigation system that no longer functions either efficiently or effectively.  We have been studying the system for some time and are preparing for a public information meeting on May 13, 2009.   We are also engaged in a project to bring water and sewer to the new hospital.  We are interested in any comments or feedback you may have regarding our airport and golf course.   
3.)  Gooding has a wide range of activities that tend to define it.  Here are the activities that tend to define Gooding: the airport Fly In; the Annual Firemen’s Barbeque; Gooding Basque Picnic; the Pro Rodeo and County Faire.  Gooding is also known for the School for the Deaf and Blind, the Walker Center; the GCM Hospital; the Basque Cultural center, The remains of the old Methodist College and State TB Hospital (currently the GET INN); the River Wall (which freezes from the bottom up and is currently a significant heath and safety issue for the city); and SUWS (School of Urban and Wilderness Survival), We also have also have one of the few North West facing Cemetery’s.   We have many different identities. How can we remain true to these various aspects of our city and yet find a more focused identity that gives the city a strong sense of its vision and purpose.   
What is the best possible outcome resulting from a community review in your town?

We are seeking four out comes from the Community Review:

From the Review:

1. Information about the perception of city services and the community of Gooding in general

2. Review of economic status and potential option for enhancing our economic base
3. A sense of how the community sees itself and the direction it would like to for the future

From the City Council and staff:
4. A strategic plan based on the Community Review that addresses the issues, ideas, and options identified in the Review and will guide the city in the direction it has identified. 

What strategic planning, business development, enhancement, revitalization, clean-up, contracted or consulting efforts have occurred in your community in the last one to three years?  (attach additional sheets, documentation, brochures, or report summaries as necessary) 

· The Chamber of Commerce has be revitalized

· Gooding is an active participant in the Rural Magic Valley Economic Association

What other projects has your community completed in the last one to three years?  (attach additional sheets or information as necessary)

· Planning for New Hospital 

· Restructure of failed Nursing Home

· 7th Street side walks to the school

Has your community completed and implemented a Gem Plan?  If so, please describe to what extent and attach a copy of the Gem Plan to this application.

We have not participated in a GEM plan for 3 years
What possible dates do you propose for a community review?

May 5, 2009- May 8, 2009
Mayor’s Signature: William Duke Morton     Date:  April 23, 2009
Please complete this application and return to:


Idaho Rural Partnership


821 West State Street, Boise, Idaho 83702  -- (208) 334-3131





Please complete this application and return to:


Idaho Rural Partnership


821 West State Street, Boise, Idaho 83702  -- (208) 334-3131








